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Alone Against Russia? 


Very little information has 
reached the American people con- 
cerning an extremely important 
shift in British policy related to 
the increasing struggle with Rus- 
sia. When the war was first over, 
the London government and Em- 
pire spokesmen did everything in 
their power to maneuver America 
into such a position that we would 
protect British empire interests 
against Russian expansion. That 
was done successfully. American 
oil investments were drawn in with 
long-standing British monopolies, 
In Greece, Romania and elsewhere, 
where our interests were slight but 
British interests great, we were 
pulled in to block Russian expan- 
sion, That picture was successfully 
established. 

But as the conflict between Rus- 
sia and the United States became 
sharper and the military minds of 
the Anglo-American world began 
to accept war as_ inevitable— 
which they still do in Washington 
and London in spite of the toning 
down of war propaganda — the 
British suddenly discovered that 
the Russian strategy, in such a 
war, would be promptly to wipe 
out England ag a military base for 
American forces in Europe. With 
Russia quickly overrunning Eu- 
rope, which military men all con- 
cede could be quickly and easily 
done, Soviet forces could do a 
rapid and terrifying job of de- 
stroying all important British cen- 
ters by atomic warfare. The war 
would then become an air and na- 
val war over Arctic regions, with 
an American invasion of Russia 
from Saudi Arabia and Iran in the 
offing. (These plans are known and 
widely discussed by all American 
military men of important rank.) 

When this stark picture of Brit- 
tain’s fate became clear, voices 
were heard all over London de- 
manding a shift of policy. The 
forces demanding such a shift are 
following two lines of thought: 
Among the imperialists the con- 
cept is that, with America’s pres- 
ent enormous military expansion 
across the Pacific and into the 
Near East, we are soon going to 
be a source of commercia] compe- 
tition in areas formerlyheld solidly 
by British trade. This competition 


(continued on next page) 





Christmas Afterthought 


A multitude of our readers have sent a year’s BETWEEN 
THE Links subscription as a thoughtful Christmas gift to 
friends and relatives. Others of our readers will now be re- 
calling folks whom they overlooked on their gift list but 
whom they would like to remember in some fitting way. If 
you send BETWEEN THE LINES, it won’t seem like the usual 
post-Christmas gift,— something picked up at an after- 
Christmas bargain counter. You will be sending a whole year 
of clearer insight, deeper understanding—a gift that will con- 
tinue to unfold through the coming months. And so inex- 
pensive! Just send us the name and address of each person to 
receive a year’s subscription, together with a dollar for each. 
We do the rest, sending a greeting card to announce your 
gift. 











wo THE MORGENTHAU PLAN for reducing Germany to a 

pastoral nation by dismantling and removing all German in- 
dustrial wealth and equipment was first inaugurated, many of the 
spiritual leaders of America protested. These Christian voices were 
severely criticized and condemned. The hot and breathy hate special- 
ists, who were then so vociferous in our national affairs, called them 
numbskulls, told them they didn’t know anything about the situation 
and to stick to their Sunday school lessons. 

Now the whole Morgenthau plan has been abandoned as a de- 
spicable misconception of justice and as impractical and unworkable 
as well, This shows that our Christian leaders do not need to stick to 
their Sunday school lessons as much as some of our political leaders 
need to start going to Sunday school. 


X-Ray and Forecast 
C= OF SURRENDER. The big deception perpetrated upon 
the American people by the United States Army and the War 
Department that the atomic bomb destruction of Japanese cities ended 
the war and saved American lives (BETWEEN THE LinEs, Sept. 10, 
1945) has again come into the open and has received another devas- 
tating blow by the recent publication of a book by Admiral Ellis M. 
Zacharias, chief of Naval Intelligence in the Pacific during the war. 
“There was no reason whatever for the use of the atomic bomb 
at Hiroshima and Nagasaki, because the Japanese knew they were de- 
feated after the battle of Leyte Gulf and offered to give up on July 
24, if they were assured that the Atlantic Charter would apply to their 
surrender,” declared the Admiral in his new book, “Secret Missions.” 
(- OF HEART. Very little is being said about it, but a 
most significant and encouraging development is taking place in 
top layer business circles. After fighting for years every suggestion 
made by union leaders and friends of labor that industry quit consid- 
ering the worker as raw material to be bought up, used and dumped 
cut, the National Manufacturers Association has quietly come out for 
the adoption of a “guaranteed employment” system to assure the 

worker of stabilized employment on an annual basis. 
(continued on next page) 


Christian Example 


Healing Christianity makes a 
difference. The non-Christian 
mfasses of Asia have been tradi- 
tionally indifferent to human suf- 
fering, but the non-Christian peo- 
ple of Japan have been astonished 
by the action of Japanese Chris- 
tians to help their less fortunate 
neighbors, according to reports 
reaching this country from Chris- 
tian sources. 

Colonel M. C. Poch, Lutheran 
chaplain just returned from Japan 
reports that: “The Christians, 
trained by missionaries, placed 
sleeping mats on the floors of their 
tiny churches that are about the 
size of your altar. Charcoal burn- 
ers for cooking the meager food 
rations were set up in back of the 
churches. Only the walls, tower 
and Sunday school room were left 
in one church, but the congrega- 
tion used two ladders, a board and 
a row of cans to prevent rain from 
wetting the floor so that five more 
persons could be given shelter.” 

The chaplain said that the 
Buddhists and Shintoists were 
puzzled at first by these attempts 
of the Christians to ease the hous- 
ing shortage, but they soon fol- 
lowed the Christian lead and made 
their own beautiful, spacious and 
empty temples into temporary 
sleeping quarters, 

“GI's together with the Japa- 
nese Christians set a wonderful 
example for the civilian popula- 
tion, still dazed by the destruction 
of their homes and villages,” said 
Colonel Poch. ; 


Food for Japanese 

One thousand food packages are 
being sent to Japan by American 
Christians. These food packages 
are being directed to the Japanese 
Christian leader, Toyohiko Ka- 
gawa, who will distribute them 
among needy Japanese. 

Kagawa is reported to be at lib- 
erty to move throughout the coun- 
try and is said to be converting 
50 persons to Christianity every 


day. 
Challenge 


A cure for the plight of thou- 
sands of little churches, which 
fail to meet the spiritual needs of 
communities because of lack of 
skilled leadership, adequate physi- 


(continued on next page) 





Alone Against Russia? 
(continued) 


will not only be destructive to 
British interests, but also the 
whole American economic system 
is considered to be so adolescent 
and out of hand that the United 
States will soon fall into a bad de- 
pression which will wreck all the 
world economy tied to it. So pow- 
erful empire interests, believe it or 
not, are urging that Britain 
quietly cut away from America 
and go it on her own, endeavoring 
in every way possible to work out 
new plans of cooperation with 
Russia! Russia can be developed 
into a buyer of British goods any- 
way, they claim, rather than be- 
come a competitor, 

The socialists of London are 
similarly claiming that not only 
is British imperialism finished, but 
that the United States has become 
the citadel of world monopolistic 
capitalism and a war with Russia 
would finally destroy the remain- 
ing vestiges of world capitalism A 
smart British policy, they propose, 
would be to move along more 
swiftly toward socialism and away 
from reactionary American capi- 
talism, which they believe will be 
forced into war with socialistic 
Russia to protect itself. 

The sum total of this is that we 
in the United States may very 
likely some morning find ourselves 
standing alone against Russia, 
with the very powers which so 
skillfully played upon blind and 
selfish commercial interests stand- 
ing aloof from us. 


Russia’s Atomic Search 


Very little is being reported 
about it in the press, but Ameri- 
can scientists have received and 
are discussing with great interest 
and concern many reports from 
Russia indicating that the Rus- 
sians have developed an entirely 
new and vastly destructive use of 
atomic power. 

William L. Laurence, scientific 
writer for The New York Times, 
has commented openly on these 
reports although they seem other- 
wise to have been ignored or sup- 
presed. The reports say that the 
Russian scientists have worked out 
advanced techniques for using cos- 
mic rays, which batter the earth 
from interstellar space, as the ba- 
sis for atomic energy and fission 
reaction. These rays are known 
actually to produce the disinte- 
gration of carbon, nitrogen and 
oxygen atoms. This means that 
processes can be found for dis- 
rupting the atom nucleus of light- 
er and much more abundant ma- 
terials than the scarce and costly 
uranium. 

American nuclear scientists have 
never shared the cocky attitude 
which has characterized much of 
our military and political discus- 
sion of our so-called monopoly of 
the atomic bomb, Although many 
of their utterances have been ig- 
nored, stifled or suppressed by the 
War Department and political fig- 
ures in Washington, who think 
only of atomic energy in terms of 
the American monopoly, American 
scientists have constantly warned 
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X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


The announcement carefully avoided the term “annual wage” 
which labor spokesmen have been urging for years, but the two plans 
are identical. Also, in simultaneous announcements, spokesmen for the 
NAM and other large industrial bodies are urging a revision of man- 
agement attitudes toward problems of working conditions, health pro- 
grams, vacation and pension allowances. If these pronouncements are 
indicative of a change of heart in that large section of industrial and 
managerial circles that have fought every progressive step in indus- 
trial relations in the past, then a new and happier Cay is dawning! 


ABGENTINA LOOKS TO THE LEFT. A great amount of 

anxious speculation is being heard in top business circles con- 
cerning the reports from Argentina that President Peron has come 
out flatly for a program of complete socialization and nationalization 
ot Argentina’s industrial life. Peron has also spoken freely of the 
death of capitalism in the western hemisphere. Argentina is by far 
the largest and most important industrial nation in Latin America. 
What capitalism still remains in Latin America—and with national- 
ization going on apace in Venezuela, Chile, Mexico and elsewhere, 
not too much remains—it can not long survive if Argentina influence 
is thrown to the left. 


ERMAN SCIENTISTS IN AMERICA. For months the press 
and radio have featured inflammatory denunciations of Russia 
for removing German scientists to Moscow for military research. 
Then, recently, to protect itself from the stinging kickback of increas- 
ing rumors (BETWEEN THE Lings, April 15, 1946) the United States 
War Department officially announced that over 270 German and Aus- 
trian scientists have been brought to America and over 700 more are 
on the way over! 

And they aren’t being used to make kiddie cars or Dresden dolls! 
Over one hundred German rocket bomb and guided missile experts 
are working at Fort Bliss, Texas, and White Sand, New Mexico; 86 
aviation and jet propulsion experts are working at Wright Field, 
Ohio. The activities of the other imported German scientists have not 
been announced, but some of them are said to be working on Navy 
experiments and projects. 


RAG, COLOR, CREED. Little has been reported in our press 
relative to the way Russia has been able to create propaganda of 
great effectiveness among the colored peoples of the world from the 
issue now before the UN of the treatment of Indians and Negroes in 
the South African Republic. In spite of widely heralded promises of 
freedom and justice in the UN, any clear-cut issue of racial justice 
which appears before that body is soon side-tracked under pressure of 
British, Dutch and some powerful American interests. This gives Rus- 
sia the opportunity to become champion of the depressed peoples—a 
situation which the Soviet exploits to the utmost in building up the 
Soviet position with the peoples of color and the nations of Asia. 

The latest such case has been the Indian “human rights” issue of 
Africa. Thousands of Indians have gone to South Africa during past 
generations to work and trade and participate in the development of 
that country. The white minority, which rules the South African Re- 
public with a hand of iron and intolerance, has recently passed laws 
that have as their aim the protection of the white colonialist’s position 
of supremacy and privilege by the prevention of ownership of land 
cr businesses by all Indians, Negroes and others of color. A cry of 
protest has arisen among many UN delegates, with Russia in the lead. 
India’s spokesmen second the demand that the UN move to prohibit 
such racial discrimination and do so under rulings set up in the UN 
Charter against racial injustice. 

General Romulo, ‘influential UN representative for the Philip- 
pines, has been an able and foremost protester. But General Jan 
Christian Smuts of South Africa, has demanded that the UN keep its 
hand out of Africa’s “private affairs.” His position has the strong 
backing of the British, Dutch and French Empire delegates plus the 
Wall Street group which keeps a heavy rein on our State Depart- 
ment. This group has seen to it that the American delegates keep 
silent, for cheap Indian and Negro labor is the basis of the profitable 
operation of the great tin, diamond, rubber, oil and shipping interests 
that Britain, the Dutch, France and Wall Street share together. 


(continued on next page) 





Russia’s Atomic Search 
(continued) 


that many of the world’s great- 
est scientists are Russian and are 
without doubt working close to the 
level of America’s atomic achieve- 
ments, 

Also, the unconcern which Rus- 
sia has shown toward our so-called 
American atomic monopoly has 
not gone unnoticed. American sci- 
entists are inclined to feel that 
the day is not far distant when 
Russian development of atomic 
energy will make all of our smug- 
ness appear very silly. 

A good proportion of our scien- 
tists feel that there is no point to 
our fuss about not sharing atomic 
secrets because, while the Rus- 
sians have not gone as far as we 
have in the mechanical production 
of the bomb, they have been so 
close to us in their general knowl- 
edge and will so soon overtake us 
that all the noise we make about 
not sharing is unimportant and re- 
emphasizes in the Russian mind 
the hatred and suspicion in Ameri- 
can minds, not only against Rus- 
sia, but against all international 
collaboration as well. 

In the meantime, the danger of 
a head-on collision of the human 
race against uncontrolled atomic 
energy increases. World Report 
summarized this danger in these 
words: 

“Fear that international control 
over the atomic bomb may never 
be achieved is sharpening compe- 
tition among nations to harness 
nuclear energy for their own uses. 

“Large expenditures for atomic 
developments, and new agencies 
to control them, are showing up in 
Britain, France and Russia as well 
as in the United States. Scientists 
in Denmark and Sweden are un- 
der government instruction to 
hurry up their research. Geologists 
are on the prowl in the remote 
places of the world to discover 
new deposits of uranium, 

“The rising tempo of this race 
among the nations has prompted 
the Atomic Energy Commission of 
the United Nations, with Russia 
not voting, to call for a show- 
down ... for or against interna- 
tional control.” 


Challenge 


(continued) 


cal facilities and challenging com- 
munity programs, has been one of 
the main concerns of national 
Protestant leaders during the post- 
war months. 

As a result of exhaustive studies 
by the Committee for Cooperative 
Field Research of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ 
iv America, Dr. H. Paul Douglass, 
director of the committee, reports 
that fewer and better Protestant 
churches, manned by personnel 
trained to cope with recurring so- 
cial problems in the light of world 
needs, are being urged upon urban 
Protestant leaders, 

Urban Protestantism is begin- 
ning .to formulate a program 
which calls for relocating, fed- 
erating, merging, forming new 


churches by using older ones as 
nuclei; transfer of field and prop- 
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Challenge 
(continued) 


erty to other denominations or 
churches, developing larger par- 
ishes, encouraging multiple con- 
stituencies, joint use of property 
by two or more churches; use of 
“adjunct institutions” such as 
neighborhood houses or Christian 
centers; branch and community 
churches. 

In other words, instead of three 
feeble, sparsely attended churches 
with poorly paid leadership and an 
inadequate program of activities, 
in many instances church leaders 
will apportion such a community 
to one of the denominations on the 
field with the other faiths coop- 
erating to merge resources, devel- 
op an attractive, adequate plant 
with well-paid, well-trained staffs 
to launch programs that will com- 
mand community interest and 
respect. 

A Christian layman in a commu- 
nity needing such a spiritual re- 
juvenation could render no greater 
service to his own neighbors and 
the Kingdom of God than to seek 
the assistance of the Federal 
Council for a survey and develop- 
ment of such a plan. 


Catholics and Negroes 


The Roman Catholic Church is 
making skillful and timely efforts 
to reach the interest of the Ameri- 
can Negro. As a part of this per- 
manent policy, which has been 
making great inroads on Negro 
communities, the influential Na- 
tional Catholic Welfare Conference 
secured widespread publicity for 
its recent emphatic recommenda- 
tions that Negroes be accorded 
equal service with all other citi- 
zens in hotels, restaurants, thea- 
ters, public libraries and hospitals, 

Other recommendations included 
support for Fair Employment 
Practices legislation and admis- 
sion of Negroes into full member- 
ship in labor unions. In many un- 
ions now Negroes are either ex- 
cluded or held to “second class 
membership.” The Conference said 
the recommendations were made 
by 40 nationally known Roman’ 
Catholic leaders in _ interracial 
work. The white primary and poll 
tax regulations were condemned 
and equal educational advantages 
for Negroes were urged. 

The Catholic Church of Amer- 
ica abolished race discrimination 
some years ago in all American 
Catholic churches, Negro Catholics 
are welcome in all white Catholic 
churches, in the South as well as 
in the North. 

How far Protestantism is be- 
hind on this matter is revealed by 
a recent Associated Press report 
that for the first time in their his- 
tory Negro and white Baptists of 
Georgia met in a one-hour joint 
session to hear an appeal that the 
two races “practice a spirit of 
good will.” Religious circles were 
encouraged by the many state- 
ments, made by both white and 
colored leaders at this meeting, of 
the realization that Christian 
churchmen must set the pattern 
for better race relations in the 
South. 


IF FOR A DAY, WHY NOT FOREVER? 




















Men always have hope of a better world when they see the miracle of 
Christmas. All the selfishness, bitterness and hatreds pause, and for a day 
surrender to the sweet charm of a little divine prince who cast His spell 
over the earth two thousand years ago,—a spell that has not been broken, 
a charm that has increased to become a spiritual dominion stretching 
around the earth and from pole to pole. Thus we know that men could live 
with good will and understanding for each other, because for one day in 
each year the little divine prince of peace still compels them to do it. 





X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


But the Russians spread the news about their championship of 
the rights of these colored groups all through Asia, while our press 
and radio, obeying the direction of those who control its policy, for 
the most part vemain silent. The Russians are thereby uniting the 
world of color around themselves against the day that a war breaks 
between the Soviet and the capitalistic world of the west. Let your 
thoughts follow that development into the future and you will see 
why the white man is losing world leadership—not because he is so 
bad, but because he is so stupid. 


AMERICAN ARMS TO PRESERVE EMPIRE. Another thing that 

Americans are being told very little about is that, after killing 
thousands of natives in efforts to retain the colonial empire un- 
changed, the Dutch have been forced to grant many new concessions 
te the nationalist movement in Indonesia. The white man is now in a 
position of temporary economic priority, but a native republic is estab- 
lished which will before very long admittedly exert increasing control 
and weaken the white man’s grip. 

This, after our State and War Departments permitted quantities 
oi American-made guns, tanks, planes and munitions to be used by 
the British and Dutch in their efforts to blast the natives into at least 
partial submission after their claim to freedom under the newly es- 
tablished UN charter. Our only stipulation on the arms shipments 
was that the British and Dutch remove the American label and trade- 
marks on the equipment before it was used in battle! But millions of 
colored people in Asia knew where the guns, tanks and planes came 
from, and wonder why the democracy-loving people of America 
allowed their power to be used to destroy and enslave the weak. 

The raw fact is that this cowardly and shameful act on the part 
of factions of our government was never permitted to be told to the 
American people but was done secretly by the powerful minority 


(continued on next page) 


Light on Monopolies 


Mazda light bulbs, whose supe- 
riority, dependability and _ effi- 
ciency are so widely and expen- 
sively advertised, are being made 
with purposely shorter light life 
to insure bigger profits for Gen- 
eral Electric, according to a re- 
port by an independent research 
organization, the Twentieth Cen- 
tury Fund. These charges are 
supported by a quotation from a 
letter “from one General Electric 
official to another” which said: 
“The constant process of reduction 
of lamp life that we have been 
carrying on has kept the volume 
of business up.” 

According to this evidence, tnen, 
instead of improving the quality 
and burning power of electric 
light bulbs wherever possible, 
what Twentieth Century Fund 
calls “the international lamp car- 
tel” controlled by General Elec- 
tric which “licenses” Westing- 
house and other lamp manufac- 
turers here and abroad, has de- 
liberately lowered the quality of 
bulbs in order to increase ‘sales. 

This situation also exists in the 
manufacture of flashlight bulbs, 
says the research group, and as 
proof it quotes a General Electric 
office memorandum as follows: 

“Two or three years ago we 
proposed a reduction in the life 
of flashlight lamps from the old 
basis, on which one lamp was sup- 
posed to outlast three batteries, 
to a point where the lamp and 
one battery would have about the 
same life. The battery manufac- 
turers went part way with us 
on this and accepted lamps of two 
battery lives instead of three, 
(Between The Lines, June 18, 
1945.) We have been continuing 
our efforts to bring about the one 
battery life lamps, If this were 
done, it would increase our flash- 
light business about 60 per cent.” 


Railroad Control 


Robert R. Young, banker, capi- 
talist and head of the Chesa- 
peake and ‘Ohio Railroad, has be- 
come one of the leading cham- 
pions of true free enterprise and 
democratic capitalism in America 
in his efforts to break the con- 
trol two Wall Street banks hold 
over most of America’s railroad 
“systems. 

He recently renewed his attack 
against Wall Street monopolies in 
an article written for the Decem- 
ber Atlantic Monthly, Mr. Young 
charges that, unless there is a 
change in the stranglehold Wall 
Street bankers still maintain, 
American railroads are headed for 
insolvency and then socialization. 

“The dry rot that has come from 
this pattern of banker contro] as 
opposed to ownership control — 
this elimination of competition in 
the railroad field by those men 
who talk so much about free en- 
terprise—has brought the largest 
and most essential industry in’ the 
richest nation in the world to the 
sad state where a dollar invested 
in it ig not as good as an idle dol- 
lar in the bank,” he said. 

Reports have been circulating 
around banking circles that Mr. 
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Railroad Control 
(continued) 


Young and other independent 
bankers are planning to buy a 
controlling interest in the New 
York Central system, one of 
America’s largest railroads. By 
purchasing stock wherever they 
can find it for sale, they hope to 
pile up enough holdings to wrest 
contro] from Wal] Street. 

It is reported that the Duke 
of Windsor, who is a man of great 
wealth, is associated with Mr. 
Young in this new enterprise. 


Science for the Public 


Dr. Willard H. Dow, president 
of the well-known Dow Chemical 
Corporation, has joined the ranks 
of the enlightened progressive 
capitalists lining up opposite the 
reactionary selfish interests in 
America who spell capitalism in 
terms of monopolistic controls and 
anti-labor, even anti-public, pol- 
icies. 

Dr. Dow issued a statement re- 
cently to the effect that science 
must no longer be operated for 
profit but for human values. Mr. 
Dow was no doubt striking out at 
many of the drug, chemical and 
electric equipment corporation's 
which have withheld health giving 
devices to protect profits of old 
antiquated products. (See Between 
The Lines, June 24, 1946, May 27, 
1946, March 4, 1946, February 4, 
1946.) 

Dr. Dow insists that science 
must henceforth be employed to 
raise living standards and improve 
public health, with profits second- 
ary. 


Juke Box Racket 


A new profitable racket becom- 
ing more and more dominated by 
the gangster elements in our large 
cities is the juke box business 
which penetrates almost every 
nook of Americanlife, Sincesomany 
juke boxes are located in taverns 
and bars, it is easy to see how 
gangsters have been able to seize 
control of this lucrative racket. 
In Chicago alone, over five million 
dollars a year is being taken in by 
the “Juke Syndicate.” Murders 
and kidnappings are already be- 
coming a common occurrence in 
these groups, according to reports 
of police authorities. 


Security by Civilians 


General H, C. Holdridge of the 
United States Army (retired), is 
still openly denouncing American 
military policies by his writings 
and speeches. The general’s voice 
carries weight, for among other 
distinguished positions he was 
commander of the General Train- 
ing School at Ft. Washington, 
Maryland, and Professor of His- 
tory at West Point, 

One of General Holdridge’s 
charges is that large industrial in- 
terests dictate the policy of our 
War Department and that the 
maintenance of universal compul- 
sory military training and a big 
army is not so much for foreign 
wars but an instrument of control 


(continued in third column) 





X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


which put the profit and security of its investment above justice and 
the future welfare of the American people in their world relationships. 

The news of the supplying of arms to the Empire defenders 
finally got to America through AP dispatches that somehow evaded 
the censor. 

The leading American corporations in Indonesia are Standard 
Vacuum Oil Company, United States Rubber Company and Caltex 
Oil Company, according to a New York Times report of November 
6. These corporations, under the new government, will be able to con- 
tinue their operations, but under new rulings requiring a wider shar- 
ing of wealth and opportunity with Indonesians. It may be logically 
deduced that these corporations have had a hand in the shameful 
American policy toward the Indonesian struggle for independence. 


PAIN. In spite of the pressure exerted by the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy on our government to reverse its policy toward Spain 
and Franco’s rule, Dean Acheson, of the State Department, recently 
reaffirmed the American position which holds that Franco is unfit to 
rule and that his regime still retains the worst elements of fascism 
and nazism. The Catholic rulers of America, while they continue an 
insidious campaign to force America into a war with Russia, also 
continue to endorse the Franco regime in sanctimonious words, in 
spite of the mountain of evidence that Franco collaborated with Hitler 
and Mussolini to the last. 


OCIALIZATION IN GERMANY. The German people in two 
of the most important German states, Hesse and Bavaria, have 
voted to socialize all basic industries. This has happened in spite of 
the pressure of American and British occupational forces to influence 
the election in other directions and also in spite of the fact that these 
are two of the most traditionally conservative areas of Germany. The 
American press played up the defeat of communism in these areas, 
and justifiably so, but played down or ignored altogether this turn 
to socialization that the non-communist governments have taken. 


GOCIALIZATION IN ENGLAND. Britain’s Labor government 
\“ plans nationalization of public utilities and has already drafted a 
bill which will put all electric power in the hands of the state. With 
the coal industry already nationalized, and electric power on the way 
toward nationalization, the taking over of the gas industry will nat- 
urally follow soon. A National Health Service project is being for- 
mulated and will provide medical care for everyone, regardless of in- 
come. Salaried physicians will attend patients in government-owned 
hospitals. 


BERGE AND MONOPOLY. The United States government, 

through its anti-trust division of the Department of Justice, has 
been trying to protect free enterprise by its continuous action against 
the great monopolies and trusts that have so often used their power 
to squeeze out competition, fix prices and otherwise exploit the Amer- 
ican business system and the American people for the advantage of 
the few. Now, since the recent Republican victory, a new freedom is 
being felt in high business and financial circles and increasing pres- 
sure is being brought to oust Wendell Berge, chief of the anti-trust 
division. 

Mr. Berge has been following the line originally taken by Thur- 
man Arnold who formerly headed anti-trust activities for the govern- 
ment. Mr. Arnold surrounded himself with an intelligent and effi- 
cient staff and not only forced reforms on big monopolistic corpora- 
tions but also checked monopolistic abuses of big labor unions. When 
war became a certainty, he attacked with vigor the ties many of our 
Lig corporations had with German-Nazi cartels—ties which were 
hamstringing our production of essential equipment and materials. 

Wendell Berge has had a more limited staff and curtailed facili- 
ties to work with, but he has been doing a fearless and skillful job of 
protecting free enterprise from the powerful grasp of the monopoly 
groups. If Mr. Berge gets squeezed out, the progressive forces of the 
country, which are trying to stimulate a free and prosperous economy, 
will have lost a valuable champion. 





Security by Civilians 
(continued) 
in the domestic scene—-when the 
next depression comes and mil- 
lions of American workers get 
hungry. 

The general recently stated: ‘In 
this atomic age the only possible 
use for the huge United States 
armies demanded by the reaction- 
ary members of the American 
Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
and the National Association of 
Manufacturers and high ranking 
military men is for suppressing 
our own people . . . You can’t use 
the atomic bomb to suppress your 
own people, but you can use rifles. 
If that is what the mass army is 
going to be used for, let the army 
say so.” 

General Holdridge warned mili- 
tary leaders against errors. “I 
consider the War Department 
wrong in its entire approach to 
our security today,” he said. “The 
army has made many mistakes 
in the past, It hasn’t too good a 
record in getting ready for the 
past wars. We paid taxes to sup- 
port cavalry until 1946 . . . In the 
interest of national security the 
first step would be to break the 
monopoly of the armed forces 
now held over our security. We 
have now taken the atomic bomb 
out of their hands. We should now 
put all of our security in the hands 
of a civilian national security 
council.” 


Contract 


Sharing means the end of strife. 
The National Pressure Cooker 
Company of Wisconsin, has sign- 
ed a contract with its 1,000 em- 
ployees, members of the CIO 
United Steel workers, which pro- 
vides for a 7 per cent wage in- 
crease, health and welfare bene- 
fits and an 11 per cent share in 
the company’s net profits, 


... Twoa Penny... 


The great bargains advertised 
by some drugstore chains are not 
really bargains at all, says the 
Federal Trade Commission. The 
FTC has investigated the “One 
Cent” sales where two of an arti- 
cle are offered for a penny more 
than the price of one article and 
claims that, in these sales, the 
big drug companies, — Liggett, 
Owl, United-Rexall,—list the regu- 
lar price as much higher than the 
usual selling price, Thus the public 
is misled. Actually, the FTC 
charges, there is a mark-up which 
nets a greater profit to the re- 
tailers. 


Cocoa Monopoly 


American importers are angry 
and disturbed by the formation of 
an absolute British monopoly of 
world cocoa supplies. All cocoa 
production is now being funneled 
into the British controlled Gold 
Coast or Nigeria cocoa corpora- 
tions. This new monopoly is a.di- 
rect violation of the British-Amer- 
ican loan agreement and cuts 
across and sabotages practically 
every proposal for international 
control of food and raw material 
now being worked out by UN 
commissions. 





